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SUBJECT: ARMORED RADIO STATION CEASES REGULAR PROGRAMMING 

SUMMARY: ARMORED RADIO STATION (YANKRO) CEASED REGULAR 
PROGRAMMING FEB 1 AETER ANNOUNCING THAT ITS DIRECTOR, COLONEL 
UTHAN SANITWONG NA AYUTTHAYA, HAD TURNED HIMSELE IN TO THE 
BANGKOK MILITARY COMMAND FOR CRITICISING THE THANIN GOVERNMENT 
OVER THE CLOSURE OF PATINYA MAGAZINE. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE ARMORED RADIO STATION (YANKRO) CEASED ITS REGULAR 
PROGRAMMING AT APPROX 10:30 AM FEB 1 AFTER ANNOUNCING 

THAT ITS DIRECTOR, COLONEL UTHAN SANITWONG NA AYUTTHAYA, HAD 
VOLUNTARILY TURNED HIMSELE IN THAT MORNING TO GENERAL SOEM 
NA NAKHON, BANGKOK PEACEKEEPER, EOR USING ERRONEOUS METHODS 
TO PROTECT THE NATION. THE ANNOUNCEMENT MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
COLONEL UTHAN WAS DOING THIS ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO WARRANT 
FOR HIS ARREST. STATION IS BROADCASTING PATRIOTIC MUSIC AND 
REPEATING ANNOUNCEMENT THAT UTHAN HAS SURRENDERED TO GENERAL 
SOEM. 

2. THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED AETER EOUR DAYS OF SHARP 
CRITICISM BY COLONEL UTHAN OF THE PRESS CENSORSHIP BOARD 
HEADER BY PRAY AT S NAKHANAT FOR THE CLOSURE ON JAN 18 OF 
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PATINYA, A BI-MONTHLY THAI-LANGUAGE MAGAZINE. THE BOARD 
ANNOUNCED ON JAN 30 THAT PATINYA WAS CLOSED BECAUSE IT PUBLISHED 
SEVERAL ARTICLES CONSIDERED PROPAGANDA FOR THE COMMUNISTS. 

ONE OF THESE DEALT WITH THE ALLEGED FORMATION OF A THAI GOVERNMENT 
IN EXILE. THE OTHERS DEALT WITH PROBLEMS IN THAI SOCIETY 
WHICH COMMUNISTS COULD EXPLOIT, AND WHAT MUST BE DONE TO CORRECT 
THESE ILLS. COLONEL UTHAN CASTIGATED THE BOARD FOR CLOSING DOWN A 
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MAGAZINE WHICH ADVOCATED PM THANIN'S IDEAS FOR FIGHTING COMMUNISTS 
AND FOR PRESERVING THE NATION, ALTHOUGH BY DIFFERENT METHODS. 

3. PATINYA WAS PUBLISHED BY PHONGTHEP PHONGPHROT, A FOURTH- 
YEAR LAW STUDENT AT RAMKHAMHAENG UNIVERSITY, WHO REPORTEDLY 
WAS THE LEADER OE THE PATIRUP PARTY, CONSERVATIVE STUDENT GROUP 
ORGANIZED TO COUNTER THE LEET-WING SATCHATHAM PARTY (LEFT-WING 
STUDENT PARTY) IN THE PRE-OCT 6 PERIOD. THE AUTHOR OF ONE OF THE 
OFFENDING ARTICLES WAS SOMCHAI RAKWICHIT, A FORMER RESEARCHER 
FOR ISOC, WHO HAD A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH GENERAL SAIYUT 
KOETPHON, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ISOC. 

5. COMMENT: THE "VOLUNTARY SURRENDER" OF COLONEL UTHAN 
AND THE CESSATION OF REGULAR PROGRAMMING OF THE ARMORED 
RADIO STATION HAVE CAUSED A STIR IN BANGKOK. COLONEL 
UTHAN AND YANKRO HAD A WIDE AUDIENCE AND CONSIDERABLE 
INFLUENCE WITHIN THAILAND DURING THE PRE-OCT 6 ERA. 

IT WAS AT THE URGING OF YANKRO ON OCT 5 & 6 THAT TENS 
OF THOUSANDS OF VILLAGE SCOUNTS AND OTHER ROYALISTS CAME 
INTO BANGKOK ON OCT 6 TO SHOW THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE 
MONARCHY. SOME FEEL THAT THEIR PRESENCE WAS THE DEVISIVE 
FACTOR IN THE MILITARY DECISION TO TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT. 

SINCE THE TAKEOVER, COLONEL UTHAN HAS MAINTAINED A LOW 
PROFILE AND YANKRO'S AUDIENCE HAS DIMINISHED. IT IS LIKELY, 

HOWEVER, THAT COLONEL UTHAN, IF PENALIZED AT ALL, WILL ONLY 
BE SLAPPED LIGHTLY ON THE WRISTS AND BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO 
YANKRO. 
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